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Since the end of military rule in Argentina in 1983, military authorities have insisted that no
records existed of the repression. It now appears that the military intentionally destroyed recently
discovered files. An investigation is underway.
On Feb. 21, Argentina's army chief Gen. Ricardo Brinzoni said the army had no records, and he
believed they had been destroyed when military rule ended in 1983. "I honestly believe there are no
documents from that time," said Brinzoni. "I cannot search all the army's storage depots and files.
I have to base my assessment on the reports signed by each one of the former chiefs who said they
had no documentation."
The last head of the army during the dictatorship, Cristino Nicolaides, testified that he ordered
all documentation referring to military actions during that period destroyed, but he said a list of
destroyed material remained and should be in the offices of the army headquarters. Gen. Martin
Balza, Brinzoni's predecessor, repeatedly denied that any such record existed. Argentine prosecutor
Carlos Cearras has asked federal Judge Gabriel Cavallo to investigate whether Balza ordered the
destruction of any documents.
In December, Judge Alfredo Bustos, who is investigating the 1976 disappearance of Roberto Mario
Santucho and Benito Urteaga, leaders of the guerrilla group Ejercito Revolucionario del Pueblo
(ERP), ordered a search of the Campo de Mayo in Buenos Aires province, a major detention
center during the military dictatorship. A partially destroyed "book of births" covering the period
1974-1978 was found containing information about the theft of babies born to pregnant prisoners.
The babies were given to army officers and their wives for "adoption."
Brinzoni said the "book of births" might have information, but it was "not relevant." In February
Federal Judge Adolfo Bagnasco ordered another search at the Military Hospital at the Campo de
Mayo. Bagnasco is investigating whether a systematic plan existed that allowed 200 babies to be
taken immediately after birth from women who were disappeared.
Among the 11 high-ranking officers already detained by Bagnasco are former de facto presidents
Gen. Jorge Videla (1976-1981) and Gen. Reynaldo Bignone, and Adm. Emilio Massera, in charge of
the Escuela Mecanica de la Armada (ESMA), which served as the principal illegal detention and
torture center. Both Videla and Massera are under house arrest in Buenos Aires.
Most of the officers are also on the list of 98 dirty-war leaders wanted for extradition by Spanish
Judge Baltasar Garzon, who tried to have Chilean ex-dictator Augusto Pinochet extradited from
Britain.
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Search turns up more records
On March 10, officials announced that searchers had found a storage room filled with documents,
including six manuals with procedures for carrying out the fight against subversion. The army
then agreed to undertake another "thorough" search for relevant records. "We are looking for
regulations, documents, plans, and orders" issued during the illegal repression, said Brinzoni.
But on March 11, the Argentine daily Clarin reported that documents relating to disappearances
during the 1976-1983 dictatorship had been intentionally destroyed. Sources told Clarin that the
records were destroyed a few hours after Brinzoni ordered the new search. Clarin, citing military
sources, said folders with photographs and other documents related to people who were illegally
detained during the 1970s were shredded in an Army Intelligence office in Buenos Aires. The office
is headquarters for Battalion 601, considered the "brains" of the illegal operations carried out in the
"fight against subversion."
The shredded material, including a "manual explaining how to break the arm of someone who
had been detained," had been brought from Campo de Mayo and other military installations, said
Clarin's source. The shredded documents were put into 100 garbage bags and taken from the site in
a Mercedes-Benz vehicle with no license plates.
On March 12, Brinzoni confirmed that records had been destroyed that presumably related to
disappearances. Col. Javier Scinardo, in charge of the office where the records were destroyed,
denied that the documents related to the disappeared. He said that unit personnel, cleaning up the
offices, had shredded "personal notebooks, diaries, and old technical magazines with no value." He
added, "It was not the best moment to get rid of papers with no value."
Despite Scinardo's statement, Brinzoni said the had ordered a complete investigation to find out
what was destroyed and who was responsible. Government settles case of Swedish teenager On
March 19, the Argentina government said it had reached a settlement with the Swedish father of a
teenage girl who was a victim of the dirty war. The woman apparently was mistaken for a suspected
leftist rebel wanted by the military regime. "We have made a commitment to pay compensation
owed to Mr. Hagelin for the emotional damage caused by the illegal deprivation of liberty and
subsequent disappearance of his daughter Dagmar," the Foreign Ministry statement said.
Ragnar Hagelin, whose daughter was abducted and killed by a military death squad in Buenos Aires
in 1977 when she was 15, said in Buenos Aires he was grateful to President Fernando de la Rua.
Neither he nor the government said how much the payment would be, but state news agency Telam
cited government sources who put the amount at US$700,000. [Sources: Notimex, 03/14/00; Spanish
news service EFE, 01/19/00, 02/21/00, 03/08/00, 03/11-13/00, 03/15/00, 03/18/00; Reuters, 03/16/00,
03/19/00; Associated Press, 03/20/00; Clarin (Argentina), 02/10/00, 02/15/00, 03/11/00, 03/12/00,
03/21/00]
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